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Usefulness of serum cystatin-C as a marker of the renal function : a comparative evaluation with

[3,-microglobulin, &,-microglobulin and creatinine

Osamu HOTTA, Naoko YUSA, Ichiro MUKAIYAMA*, and Yoshio TAGUMA

Department of Nephrology, Sendai Shakaihoken Hospital, Miyagi,

*Tomakomai Clinical Laboratory, Hokkaido, Japan

We evaluated the usefulness of cystatin-C as a marker of renal function. Serum cystatin-C level was
measured using latex agglutination tests in 885 patients with various forms of renal disease and 200 healthy
subjects. In addition to cystatin-C, serum/3,-microglobulin, «,-microglobulin and serum creatinine (Scr)
were measured concomitantly in the same sample. The serum cystatin-C level inversely correlated more
closely with creatinine clearance(Ccr) (r=—0.90) than serumj,-microglobulin (r=—0.85), «,-microg-
lobulin (r=—0.74) and Scr(r=—0.78). In patients with mildly impaired renal function (defined as Ccr 71
~90 m//min), a significant increase in cystatin—C level was observed in 24 % of patients, whereas elevated
[3,-microglobulin and Scr were seen in 8 % and elevated «,~microglobulin was seen in 17 %. In patients
with normal renal function (defined as Cer=100 m//min), increased cystatin-C level was observed in 7 %
of patients, whereas 5,-microglobulin was seen in 2 %, Scr in 2 % and «,-microglobulin in 11 %.

These data suggest that cystatin-C is a better marker of glomerular filtration than 3,-microglobulin,
a—microglobulin and Scr. Moreover cystatin-C measurement offers improved clinical sensitivity as a

screening test for early renal damage.

Jpn J Nephrol 1999 ; 41 : 797-803.
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SRBHE 1990 4 12 25 1999 4F 2 A O iz il A fha 3
e ABEH I IS ERIR, HFEE > & —WTSEa0iIc sms
RIE(=T70°C) L 7z 2,062 IfK D 75 v ox S FELZ DFFREIC b 72
2 885 Wik & MEAE A Tl U 72 (B 486 3] © fEfkp 43+22
R, 2ot 399 ) 1 AEES 42424 %), 2D B RARIEKICE
WU, MERRIK & FIREHIC 24 B Cer (Jaffe 1) O HlE
BEBE TV,

JE P B D NERIE TgA B AE 340 B, SURAETHEE R 75
B, BMSRERIARE 2 36 B, RRMEIETEME R ERIRE & 30 4,
JESHEBHE 50 B, fUINES BEL 4 7 o — VREGRE 20 f, Btk
SRERIABEAGAE 19 B, BEERIEERE 53 B, B RELEE 28 f,
LERMEB R 214, V—T ABR 284, AMEELRE 16
B, 7 IuA =2 124, FFEMEEHm 52 4, Wik
PREAEAEMERE 8 ], 2EBLBR TH], SEMEEEARS
B, 1SMEREEE R 2 0, BREEE 400, BAEMRREmO
B2 704, HEZSHAHIFTDH 2,

B BERE LA O IR B 7 & UM B LIS O EYLE A BHB,
JEIR LS D RIETEIR B D EGEHYEH & 22 I FEBIW R 0> & BR
LT,

2. AEx

My Cys-C, B,m, a;miFWndFhd AR F )Ly
V—X(HADPCa—FKv—var, TEE2HWw,
T 7 AR X D HE L 2P, HIERSR I H L
7150 U B oA 25 % L 72 Ser 1% Jaffe g1z CHlE
L7z,

3. HEHH

ELAEEI I HTRERE, IRBMELIEY, »OfoRZSHREE
HTbHREZ2ZD %ol Zm®E Bk 100 A (F i
4713 75%), ZME 100 N (FF-Hb 48 £ 12 7%) % fEAF 26 il Y
L, EEEFREYEES(IFCC)DH A R I 4 D cftwn ./
YRZ RNy 7RIS X DRIz, EHEHRIPH DR E TS
b, ZOMICBT2E8MEHHOBLMOBEEERTE =
fTotce 2%, BormPAHDTRTCOEHCHEEZ ZRD
727z, Borm LIS OEEB X T X THEL B O FEAERBH & 7%
L Too MUE RSB Ser ¢ B 0.8~1.3 mg/d/, 0.7
~1.1 mg/dl, B,-m:1.10~2.35mg//, a,-m : 5 M4 13.8
~28.8 mg/l, Zr Pt 11.3~248 mg/l, Cys-C : 5 4 0.66
~1.03 mg//, ZM 0.61~0.98 mg// (Fig. 1), 3,-m/Cys-C
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Fig. 1. Histogram of Cys-C of normal individuals
Table 1. Regression coefficient among
parameters
Regression coefficient

Cys-C vs 8,-m 0.88

a;-m 0.83

Scr 0.89
S—m Vs @,—m 0.76

Scr 0.82
a;-m vs Scr 0.80

FE : B 1.46~2.66, 71 1.59~2.90 T o720 LI585
T, FEEEMEIZ Scr @ B 1.4 mg/dl DLE, 2ok 1.2 mg/d/
MLk, Bom:i236mg/l L E, a,-m: 5 ¥ 289 mg/l LA
F, 249 mg/l DL E, Cys-C: 5 1.04mg/l DL F,
2o 099 mg/l LA F, B,-m/Cys-C [t @ B 267 LA, %
291 A k& Uiz,

FETHEAT 1 StatView Ver 4.5 2wz, BUE X FEH(E +
BHRETR L7, 2EBOKIZ t EIC Lo/, p<
0.05 ZHE/KHEL LTz,

R

1. /3T A—FHN1ER-

I ¥& 885 B4k 0 Cys-C, B,-m, a,-m 7% & NIZ Ser D
BT X — & B OMEIHREUZ Table 1 1273 Z & L, Cys-
C & Bom 7z 5 N Cys-C & Ser A3k b i WAHE 2 380
72o

Cer ZHIE L Tz 324 BRI B W T Cer KN T X —
% & OB ZRES U7z, MHBIBEfRHS HR e 2 tHm 2R L 7z
7z, BURERIE HRRENR R CHECEPD) 28 L, HifkiT
PSR Cys-C £ DM I b TR < (r=—0.90), KT
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Fig.2. Correlation between Ccr and Cys-C, 8,-m, a,-m

and Scr

B,m(r=—0.85), Scr(r=—0.78), a;-m(r=—0.74) ® &
TdH -7z (Fig. 2),

2. BEBHEETENCSITZENTA—%

885 EMI D 5 & Cer 71 ml/min PL_E 90 m//min PLF (#%
EERREIE TR, n=76) LBEREER LA 8T I ENT
& % Cer 100 m//min PL_F o i ] (B B RETEH B, n=44)
D2FZDONVT, 8T A—5 OFHEEHLTSHE 2 MES L
720 T 2T Cor HEL T U b T BN R e
BMEFZEE TV Z2WZ E&2FEL, Cer 100 m//min P

(URES 799
1
g 08 — B2-m
2
= ~ a1-m
=~
@ 0.6 —Scr
”n Area under the ROC plot
o —Cys-C
"§ 04 F Cys-C : 0.95 @1-m: 0.93
g, B2-m:0.90 Scr: 0.83
8 02 |
(=] Cys-C »82-m, Scr p<0.05
0
1 0.8 0.6 0.4 0.2 0
Diagnostic Specificity
Fig.3. Non-parametric ROC plots demonstrating the

relative ability of serum concentration of Cys-C,
3,-m, «;-m and Scr to distinguish between normal
and decreased Cer in 169 patients with various
renal diseases

ZEREIEH & 20 Uiz,

IR EBEAEE TRICB W T Ser, Cys-C, B,-m, H 5\
1 a-m PSEFEEZ R THE X Cys-C 23 18/76 (24 %) Th
LE L, R Ta,-m:13/76(17%), Scr:9/76(12%),
Bm 16/76(8%) TdH>7ze —77, BREEIEFEFICHBWT
Bl e 2 U 7 B 1E Ser 1 1/44(2%), B,-m : 1/44
(2%), Cys-C:13/44(7%), a,-m:5/44(11 %) T b >
726

3. Receiver operating characteristic(ROC) 23#fiZ$

|75 Cys-C & 8,-m DB

8SFEBID 5 b, KBICEREETZ2ET 2 LA%2T 2
EDTE 5 Cer 71 ml/min K DEE(n=169) % B & REK
TR, EEHFORECHOWIEE S 2 REE L,
Cys-C & B,-m, a,-m, Scr ® ROC f## 2 1T>720, % D
O, AR TE R E Cys-C T 095 8,m T090, a,-m
093, Ser 083 &%, B, mBIUScr L LEE
(p<0.05) Iz Cys-C 23K & - 72 (Fig. 3),

4. BFERREIZEITS B,-m/Cys-C Lt

BHEEED B,-m/Cys-C [hIC 5.2 258 2 it 3 572
2, @fEf% Seric & SRS DR LIz 25, B
KEEEME T+ 3122 T B,-m/Cys-C LB D &
7z (Fig. 4),

Fiz, EERBNC B,-m/Cys-C xR TH 2% L, Scr HIE
HHEOEFICB W TS, EFHACHLUEHEE 2T 2EH]
BFEEBRIC L DL OBREICRD I, BPTULV—TAE
RIZBWT B, m/Cys-C Lb O EE W] %2 EAEE 1T /-
(Table 2), fEFID L\ IgA BE, SHETHEERZ S O
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Fig.4. Changes in 8,-m/Cys-C in relation to Scr level
Table 2. Incidence of abnormally high 5,-m/Cys-C level (): %
Disease No of patients B.-m/Cys-C> 2.67(M), 2.91 (F)
Scr< | .1 mg/dl(F), 1.3mg/d/(M) Scr> |.2mg/dl(F), |.4mg/dl (M) Total
IgAN 340 6/255(2) 4/85(5) 10(3)
RPGN 75 2/15(13) 22/60(37) 24(32)
CRF 70 0/2 31/68(46) 31(44)
DMN 53 0/15 19/38(50) 19(36)
IRH 52 1/52(2) 0/0 1(2)
MN 50 1/41(2) 1/9(11) 2(4)
AGN 36 1/31(3) 0/5 1(3)
MPGN 30 1/16(7) 8/14(57) 9(30)
Nephrosclerosis 28 0/11 4/17(24) 4(14)
LN 28 3/16(19) 4/12(33) 7(25)
HSPN 21 1/21(5) 0/0 1(5)
MCNS 20 1/14(7) 2/6(33) 3(15)
FGS 19 1/11(9) 1/8(13) 2(11)
ARF 16 0/4 4/12(33) 4(25)
Amyloidosis |12 1/7(14) 1/5(20) 2(17)

M : male, F : female, IgAN : IgA nephropathy, RPGN : rapidly progressive glomerulonephritis, CRF : chronic renal failure,
DMN : diabetic nephropathy, IRH : idiopathic renal hematuria, MN : membranous nephropathy, AGN : acute glomerulone-
phritis, MCNS : minimal change nephrotic syndrome, FGS : focal glomerulosclerosis, ARF : acute renal failure

W R B O 3 R B WL TEHEEERNC B,-m/Cys-C
WEHBRLTAH D E, WTNOEBIZBWTH BHEAET
WA B,-m/Cys-C s E R 2 EAAFED & iz 23,

RV VoD Ser iz 38w THER U 72356, BRI B E 2
LEET, ScrHIOWTNOEIZBWT S IgA BEFNIZ I
UEH A EEE 2RO T2, FERIEIEBRED B,-m/Cys-C
Ho PRI ERAETER (Scr 1.1 mg/dl L) IZBWT b8
D S, BERBEERED Ser 1.1 mg/dl LT D B,-
m/Cys-C i3 Ser 28[F L~V OFERID & 72 & F, IgA B

FEFID Scr 1.6~2.0 mg/dl DIFEFNZLERTHBEREICHET
H o7z (p<0.05), AMATTHEB R IZ V9 D Ser fHEE I
BWTH IGABEICHLEMETH Y, Scr 1.Img/dl LIF
L Scr 2.Img/d! LA EDOFIZ B W THEH RN EEZE 2R
7z (Table 3),

2T uA RV AFRERTEO B,-m/Cys-C fh % IgA &
EGITHRET LIz 22, AT 0o RV AFEEE B,-m/
Cys-C [lkOBERET 2R 7 (Fig. 5), %B, ZDOHH
IZ Ser DEEBNIFRD o 72,
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Table 3. S3,-m/Cys-C level in relation to Scr level in IgAN, RPGN and DMN
patients
Scr level 1gAN RPGN DMN
~1.1 mg/dl 1.80%+0.38(n=229) 1.93x0.45(n=12)* 2.35*0.47(n=10)*
I.2~1.5mg/d/ |.85%0.34(n=55) 2.04%0.59(n=8) 2.21%0.25(n=10)"
|.6~2.0mg/d/ 1.94%0.24(n=28) 2.27%£0.58(n=7) 2.56+0.52(n=8)"
2.1 mg/dl~ 2.29+0.57(n=28) 2.68%0.87(n=48)" 3.22%1.16(n=25)"°

2:vs IgAN p<0.05 °:vsIgAN p<0.0l,°:vs RPRGN p<0.05
IgAN : IgA nephropathy, PRGN : rapidly progressive glomerulonephritis, DMN : diabetic ne-

phropathy
p<0.05 N=11
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Fig 5. Serial changes in 3,-m/Cys-C with steroid therapy

x = |

Cys-C I35 7 & 13 kDa OEEMES TEHET, 25
Dlifids, MkOBEEMETEESNTEY, 2 —FT5#
T8 X U%0O 70— —IiF house-keeping type ThH %
7o, MEASNOBREZICITIF E A EREEZIT I,
—EDEA R TS M E NS, MEsER T
BH, BEFRS 2L EOEEROER L 2L, iz, BS
WX BEAEE D &<, MOBESFEARME 28
BligETh, D CERHO S bIcEREkED SRS
TZDIF & A EWVINIRME CHRINE N, KMz 2
TT S/ BiaRsn, EERNTERHSRS 9,

fekar &, Scrix GFR Offifikx~—»—& LTHEZ
BTRHILHHASN TR S, BEf» o —EDEIEGTE
dan, MPTIEESEEERET, FCERKE» S
WE R 2 2o, M EE O Ser EF X
GFR DR T2 KT 5, L, EEICIIHAR, 5%
KA & OBEFIMEDZERIRME > S PRt 2 5 70 &,
P, FERMCRAD D 51519,

Ser &V b HUBULTEEE L LTI B, m BARFETIXIA <
AwushTwd, LaL, BT EMEE 22 HeL

T3, SN, B ) o SERO TN 2 £ AR
DRI, RIEMZAL, BESHEEMCHE S EAEm, 374
bb, BRiEOEIMC L VIME g, mD EFEE/F 2L
TH2 CyssClFZD k5 2BHiEORERXZTT, &
ST, i, BN X 2 EN LW Ewn S AR
HY, ITEGFROFILVLI = —L LTHEHINTET
WBTN, @ -m i34 T & 30 kDa DS THEE T, B
m, Cys-C [Flfk, BRIREEERE 2 A Sl L,
ITRIPRAE & 0 24k, HRN S h, MmHREEINE GFR
DIKTRKBLT 2 a3 Tw3!Y,

Grubb 5 1%, Cys-C i g, mIZ b ~fEN Tz
GFR OfFfETH 2 L LT 547, SEIOBEIZEVTH
Cys-C % 8,m 72 & ONZ @,-m (2L L Cer 12343 Lgi W AHES
ZiRLlze BZH 5 WIFINkO—iRE TERREL Scr T
FHii U 72354, RIRE & 7 2 O 13 GFR O R TRER2 R
EENTLEIZ ETH S, Cer7l ml/min LL_FE 90 ml/
min DU Z 5 UTER & A7 L7cE, SO Tl
Cys—C 28 a,-m, S, m, Scr b U ix b SHHE (24 %) 12 2
WEEe LT s iz, —7, BREEEEREHI(Cer>100
m//min) IZB W T Cys-C NEEEHEEZE L 72D, Cys-
CHRTRZH L a-mTIEI%EEHETH-I2, LTz
Mo T, BREREE TR & wOBLTIC B W TRE LR
DOHE % #EEIZAND L, ROC OFEHEDM S b Cys-C 23
W4 DDNT A= DN TERETHD EVZ D,
Norlund 512 &k 211 8,-m/Cys-C H i fass 5, T
b BN B OREE L kY, ZOHIE GFR O
BLZIT—ETHLELT0EY, LarLianns, &
DOEHFER T3 Norlund & O¥RE & I3 £ 2D, BHEED
BETWIFEW B, m/Cys-CLlhOBEE X LA R D 1, &
o le RN HZEE & L, Norlund & OMEFHER]IZ
259 BICEBERE & OB & T 9 2 [ ITEFIEDS 4T
Ho T REED B B, B,-m & Cys-C [FfE GFR (S REIOH
FTCIX Cer) ESRWHBEIDEET 2b T TH 205, B,-m

Simonsen,
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7% 5 N Cys-C 28 GFR 2 ME—DZH & L TE# S FfET
BB EARET S L, B B,-m/Cys-C [hid GFR Oflc
BIRZ —EE %213 Ths, LicH>T, GFRIETF
WD 51z f,-m/Cys-C D EFOEFR L LT,
BRAER T ICfE LB 55 B-m D BHIE, BYEERIC
WAL 2 GFR A OHEFABIRE N T2 EHF 250D
BRYBTH D EBbn s, BEEETESNCE W TIXEE
BOBEIC L 57 ,m/Cys-C LD EA Z@mERICHD 72
23, Scr IEH B 2 M5 L €4 % & SLE 234 b EHHE T,
F 7z, BEEREIEEE 2 © NCIEEIME DB W R ERIEE R 12 B
WTHRELZOEBEICFED LR 2R DI, ZOERE
%, SLEICfRESN 2 L850 v SERMEMERED & 7%
S PHERIEIERE H 2 W IZTEEME O B W AREREE R 2B W
TH, RHMEHL NVICKENZIZEDY V3BkR D
2 WDITHERCR I ORETER G0 Z OIREICTFET 2 2 £ %
RERLTw5, EE BREOEEZ ML FEEREE T M
WEHEEIZY V88K, vz u 7y —YDORBEHED LY,

BEPRIA T BRE 12 B W TR B,-m/Cys-C thy il % &
L7278, BERRRIEBYEAS B 72 2 R A & v 5 I O &
57, SIERED LW IIREERBOMEE2H T W&
Ths I ER2RET2HDTHDHEBEE N, A7 FX
VAR B, m/Cys-C LB ERIE T L, Zhid
D SER, B HWIEHEK/ v a7 7 — Y OBTEKIEE A
TaA FPMIHLIGERTH S b s, AT 04 P
iz kX D EEHZED B,-m/Cys-C hMET 3 2 B0 135
EOMRFICIFEEFNTESTAHTH 22, A7 a4 P
Sth) g,mH D % ik f,-m/Cys-C tb, iz = DEH
OFFFUCBIL ClREENLE E Bbhi,

VAR, 3T L WiGHEE D 5 D IZIBIREE O 3l 13 % ik St ]
WI9EDnz b TIHHbN S DBEE ThH b, 5 LRI
BT B BFHEBEDOFHMIC1Z Ser 35 VST w3,
LoL, #E"™ OMECMZSEOMETHH S 7k
£, Scr ZBEHEEOFN L L TR+ LiEETH 5,
Elz, Ser X0 b —WICHBEEEEFZ O N TV
Cer IZBIL T H AR TCOME L EMIILT L OEH T
B, L7etSo T, ik dkE ORI & E i 9 2 B
Ser, Cer DIAMZ[A] U L& TEHBE 2 I | [ ORI T
Tl T & 2 HERBENCIISLETH Y, SRV b5
BERAWEPPEELFETH 5, ZOBERICBVW IS
EORMEHER & SN E TOERROHEEF 22 L, B
RE Tl Cys-C 0SB BERERHTi O fx b B @i —> T
borLEbhs,

A TIIEFN 2T 5 FAOBEBBEEIRAB LI

XOFIZCEMEAICES TW5, BEEENT TITETL
T SRR EFB L Ic8E, KRB A2~ OH#ET ZHIES
32 EEBEOEERMbL TS OGERETH 2, Lz
NoT, BREOFFER, FHRGFRICLY, KRB
ST B EF 2K S T Z & BTN b BB HE
THb, FEBE EHLRREEROL» TROBEDOFHV
IgA BYEIZ BTl Cer 70 ml/min DU O BHERED R 72 11
T39I BbICATuA FHIZBBT 222k, Z0F
BWWET L 2 EDNFESIN TR, ZOHIEBWT,
Cys-C IR CHEBICEMTXI2METH 2 2 L5,
BhE D R IIFE RIS OBEHBRETH S L2 D,
BRI, SEORN CTRSHFEEHELRE LD, 0F
72 Cys-C OIE#ALIIITONTHE ST, BIRMIED 5 »ix
HEBRICHW SN TWL 1202 b SBOEELIEE R
2L25ThHb,
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L EEZ LN,
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W3 ZEMNREE NI,

3)  Scr IEH #iPH 2 B v T B,-m/Cys-C b EF 1
SLE @ % T7s { BERF B E, SRREBRICEVWTY
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Z CHIREE W,
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